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HOW TO ORGANIZE A
WALKING SCHOOL BUS
PROGRAM


What do you have when you combine healthy exercise with hands-on street proofing lessons and reduced air pollution emissions? A Walking School Bus! Don’t believe us? Why not try organizing and participating in a Walking School Bus for one week and then decide. Here’s how to get Walking School Buses going in your community.

Nearly 9 out of 10 parents who walk their children to school see it as an ideal way to meet new people, socialize at the school gate and get some daily exercise, concludes a study by the Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR) in the UK (www.dtlr.gov.uk)

A Walking (or Cycling) School Bus is two or more families, traveling together for safety.

	What to Do
	(


	1. Map the routes to school to create the School Map. You will need a clear map of your school catchment area.  www.mapquest.com might be useful for you to get a map of your school area.


	

	2. Determine interest in participating in Walking School Bus Week.  Modify the Sample Parent Letter (follows) and send home with the WSB flyer (follows) to your families. Include a copy of the school area map so parents can indicate the approximate location of their homes.


	

	3. Mark the locations on the school area map to identify which routes have enough families to participate in a WSB, using the completed WSB flyers returned from the families.


	

	4. Arrange to have a “meet-and-greet” event where interested parents get to meet each other, cultivate trust, and get the initiative rolling.


	

	5. Notify your local police division about the WSB week project at your school.  Show your local police your School Map so they can help you better. Tell them which routes families will be walking and request extra police eyes on these routes if possible. Invite them to the “meet-and-greet” event.


	

	6. Ask the police to assist with a school assembly to remind students of pedestrian safety rules.  


	

	7. Show your local municipal councillor and traffic engineer your School Map. Ask if they are aware of any areas that could pose conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles. If so, ask if they can assist to make these routes safer for the pedestrians.


	

	8. Distribute a WSB tool kit to each family who intends to participate.


	


NOTE: In some school districts police reference checks are mandatory for all parent volunteers. If your school decides to use this reference check service for Walking School Bus parent volunteers, check with your local police station about the process and the fee charged.

 SCHOOL CHECKLIST























